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the right maxilla were absent, the gap being covered by
gum. Under chloroform the sequestrum was removed with
forceps, the first temporary molar coming with it. The

second molar was exposed by the removal of the sequestrum
and as it was loose was removed with loose scales of bone.
The blackened crown of the first bicuspid was found in the
sequestrum. Keen in his well-known work on "The

Surgical Complications and Sequels of Typhoid Fever "

states that bone disease is in the vast majority of cases a 
sequel of typhoid fever. In his table of the various bones
affected the superior maxilla was involved in five cases and

the mandible in two. In the case related above the necrosis
was a complication rather than a sequel.

THE OVER-ZEALOUS TEETOTALER.

ONCE again the cause of moderation has suffered by the
zeal of the intemperate teetotaler. Our New York corre-

spondent tells us that the efforts of the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union, which introduced into many of the

public schools of the United States a system of instruction
against the evils of alcoholism, have been frustrated by the

, 

sort of educational scheme which has been foisted upon the
children. The teaching given to the rising generation of
the United States upon the very important topic of

alcoholism, though delivered under the head of "scientific

temperance instruction," has been found, by a committee of
investigation not to be scientific, temperate, or instructive.
As a consequence little good has followed upon the organised
and laudable endeavour to circulate the principles of sobriety
among the young, for the lecturers have committed them-
selves to statements of absurdity patent enough effectually
to destroy their pupils’ confidence.

THE COLOUR CHANGES OF OXIDATION.

MANY colour changes are due merely to oxidation and

degrees of colour are oftentimes a measure of the extent
of this oxidation. The metal copper, for example, goes 
through a beautiful play of colours as oxidation proceeds
until finally it is black. It may be pointed out, however,
that the intermediate stages of colour, like the colours of a
soap-bubble, are due to the mutual interference of the light
reflected from the two surfaces of the thin film of oxide
formed over the metal. Iron, again, in moist air will

first present a blackish-green film and finally it becomes a
bright-red as in the familiar rust. Zinc rust is white,
mercury rust is red, silver rust is brownish-black, and all
are simple examples of oxidation. As a rule the higher the
degree of oxidation the more intense is the colour. The

ordinary oxides of manganese and potassium are respectively
light brown and white, when they are still further oxidised in
company an intense green product is obtained, while a still
further degree of oxidation produces a brilliant purple, as is
seen in permanganate of potassium. The change produced
in the colour of certain shell-fish by boiling is probably
also the result of oxidation being promoted. The question
s often asked, without a satisfactory answer being sup-

plied, Why do lobsters and certain shrimps and prawns turn
’red on boiling ? One reason it may be is that the black

pigment of the lobster or the brown pigment of the prawn is
an iron compound in the lower state of oxidation. On

boiling, the black pigment turns to red perhaps because
the iron in it has’ in the process of boiling been oxidised to
the higher state, much in the same way as metallic iron turns
to rust or a proto-salt of iron to a per-salt on boiling. It is

easy to understand that continuous immersion in sea water
would keep the black iron pigment permanent. On the other

hand, the change in the iron compound may be one of hydra-
tion. Hydrated oxide of copper is, for example, green, while 
the dry oxide is black, and on simply boiling with water the I

hydrated green oxide of copper turns black. Red human
hair is said to owe its brilliance to iron existing in the higher
oxidised state and by means of reducing agents such as

pyrogallic acid or nut-galls, which are often ingredients of
hair dyes, the colour may be modified so long as the use of
the dyes is continued. In short, oxygen is a great painter,
so to speak, though of course it is not the only element
which fulfils that role. Oxidation at any rate probably
accounts for the beautiful autumnal tints of plant life which
are lost soon after the leaf reaches the ground, where it rots
and a reducing, as opposed to an oxidising, process begins.

THE LISTER INSTITUTE OF PREVENTIVE
MEDICINE.

THE governing body of the above institution announces
that the necessary legal formalities in connexion with the
change of name of this institute have now been completed,
the Board of Trade having sanctioned the new name. The

institute will therefore now be known as the "Lister

Institute of Preventive Medicine." The address, Chelsea-

gardens, S.W., remains the same.

AN ANOMALY IN LUNACY PRACTICE.

MOST medical men at some period of their professional
careers have had experience of the eccentricities of the

Englih law of lunacy, but probably few are aware that cases
arise in which what is in effect a lunacy certificate has to
be given by a nurse. We do not here refer to the familiar
"facts communicated by others" which are conveniently
embodied in the ordinary certificate of medical practi-
tioner." Such facts are often supplied by the nurse in
charge of the patient or by some relative or friend of the
latter and little importance is attached to them by the Com-
missioners in Lunacy. In certain cases, however, the nurse
is placed on the same footing as the lunatic’s medical
attendant. The following circumstances which have come
to our notice will serve as an illustration. X, an executor
under his mother’s will, distributed the estate and afterwards
became insane. Further assets then fell in and as X was

incapable of dealing with them a sister, one of the residuary
legatees, applied for letters of administration. In order that

these might be obtained it was necessary to prove the

lunacy of X and it is to the form of affidavit required for
this purpose that we wish to draw attention. It is a joint
and several one beginning- thus : "We, A B of &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;,

surgeon, and C D of -, nurse, make oath and say

respectively as follows." The declaration of the medical
man is then given and presents no special feature of interest,
but the document proceeds : ’’ and I, the said C D, for
myself make oath that I am a nurse at the said lunatic

asylum or house for the reception of lunatics where
the said X is now confined and, that the said X bath been
for - years last past confined thereat and has been under
my care as a person of unsound mind and that he is a lunatic
and totally incapable of managing himself or his affairs."
This form of affidavit is employed in accordance with the
practice of the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of
the High Court, as stated in Tristram and Coote’s standard
work, where it is laid down that "when no commission
has been taken out or no order has been made in lunacy the
court will satisfy itself as to the lunacy by calling for a
joint affidavit of the surgeon or physician keeping or visiting
the asylum where the patient is confined and of his at-

tendant or nurse." The objections to this procedure should be
apparent enough. Anyone who has had practical experience
of asylums knows how incompetent the average nurse, male
or female, is to express an opinion of any value as to the

: capacity of a patient for managing his affairs. To bring
, out the unsatisfactory nature of the present arrangement,


